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Sixth Novena Mass
Introduction

Good Evening/ Morning and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.

The encounter between Jesus and John, whilst in the womb, reminds us of the dignity of the human person beginning from the moment of conception. A simple encounter becomes a moment of revelation and proclamation of God’s graciousness extended to humanity. Even as a child in the womb, the dignity of Jesus is revealed. The one who was to herald his coming recognised him and Elizabeth became the first woman to follow her unborn son John and proclaim Mary as the most blessed and mother of our Lord.
Our Mass will be celebrated today by 
Friday 20th / Saturday 21st december 
SIXTH novena MASS

YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING    Sg 2:8-14
A reading from the Song of Songs
I hear my Beloved.

See how he comes leaping on the mountains, bounding over the hills.

        My Beloved is like a gazelle, like a young stag.

See where he stands behind our wall.

He looks in at the window, he peers through the lattice.

My Beloved lifts up his voice, he says to me,

‘Come then, my love, my lovely one, come.

For see, winter is past, the rains are over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth.

The season of glad songs has come, the cooing of the turtledove is

Heard in our land.
The fig tree is forming its first figs and the blossoming vines give

out their fragrance.

Come, then, my love, my lovely one, come.

My dove, hiding in the clefts of the rock, in the coverts of the cliff,

show me your face, let me hear your voice;

for your voice is sweet and your face is beautiful.’

The Word of the Lord.
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 32:2-3. 11-12. 20-21. R. vv.1. 3
R.) Cry out with joy in the Lord, you holy ones;

      sing a new song to him.
1. 

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,

      
with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs.

 O sing him a song that is new,



play loudly, with all your skill.. (R.)
2. 

His own designs shall stand for ever,

the plans of his heart from age to age.

They are happy, whose God is the Lord,



the people he has chosen as his own. (R.)
3.

Our soul is waiting for the Lord.

         The Lord is our help and our shield.

          In him do our hearts find joy.

          We trust in his holy name. (R.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come,
Emmanuel, 
God’s presence among us, our King our Judge:

save us, Lord God!

Alleluia!
GOSPEL  Lk 1:39-45  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Friday 20th / saturday 21st December 
SIXTH DAWN MASS

YEAR C
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Priest:
Believing that God’s word will be fulfilled in us, let us glorify the Father and lift our prayer to him so that, like Mary, we may welcome God’s presence in our hearts. 
Reader:
May the Pope, bishops, priests and deacons unceasingly proclaim the Good News to the people who suffer from poverty, violence, and indifference.
We pray.
All: 

R — Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
May politicians and leaders of our country foster love and holiness in their homes, and may they be seen as guardians of our collective memory and offer young people truthful advice and guidance.
                  We pray.
All: 

R — Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
May this coming Christmas be our time to visit those who are in prison, the abandoned, the lonely, and the depressed, and greet them with peace and hope.
                 We pray. 
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader:
May we give thanks to God for the blessings we have received by sharing our time, talents, resources, and love with our brothers and sisters. 
                 We pray.
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader:     Together we now pray our community prayer  to Our
                   Lady. 
All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

         At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need.

         We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us: 

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

         We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

         Do not despise our pleas - we who are put to the test-and deliver us from every danger; O glorious and blessed Virgin, Pray for us.

Priest:
Father, hear the prayer of your people. May we who celebrate with joy the birth of your Son as man rejoice in the gift of eternal life when he comes again in glory. Through Christ our Lord. 
All:
Amen.
