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Third Novena Mass
Introduction

Good Evening/ Morning and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.

On this third day of our Novena Mass, The Gospel recounts the annunciation to Joseph, the man God designated to become Jesus’ legal father. Joseph was given this task not only because he is a descendant of David, but more importantly because of his love and obedience to God. After receiving the message of the angel, Joseph did everything God asked him to do without a word. We entrust the Church, especially the youth, to St. Joseph, model of true love—a love that does not look for personal glory— and of obedience borne out of this love.
Our Mass will be celebrated today by 
THIRD novena MASS

YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING    Jer 23:5-8
A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah 
‘See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks –

when I will raise a virtuous Branch for David,

who will reign as true king and be wise,

practising honesty and integrity in the land.

In his days Judah will be saved

and Israel dwell in confidence.

And this is the name he will be called:

The Lord-our-integrity.

‘So, then, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when

people will no longer say, “As the Lord lives who brought the sons

of Israel out of the Land of Egypt!” but, “As the Lord lives who led

back and brought home the descendants of the House of Israel out

of the land of the North and from all the countries to which he had

dispersed them, to live on their own soil.”’
The Word of the Lord.
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 71:1-2. 12-13. 18-19. R. see v.7
R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
1. 

O God, give your judgement to the king,

to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice


    and your poor in right judgement. (R.)
2. 

For he shall save the poor when they cry

and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak


    and save the lives of the poor. (R.)
3.
    Blessed be the Lord, God of Israel,

who alone works wonders,

ever blessed his glorious name.

Let his glory fill the earth.



Amen! Amen! (R.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come,
Leader of ancient Israel,
Giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:

Rescue us with your mighty power!

Alleluia!
GOSPEL Mt 1:18-24  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was

betrothed to Joseph, but before they came to live together she was

found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,

being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided

to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,

because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She

will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he

is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this

took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the

prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he

did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife

to his home.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Tuesday 17th / Wednesday 18th december 
THIRD DAWN MASS ~ YEAR C
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Priest:
We now bring before our heavenly Father our prayers so that, like Saint Joseph, we may be capable of welcoming God’s great plan for us. 
Reader:
That our Holy Father Pope Francis, our bishops, priests, deacons, consecrated persons, and lay leaders may, like St. Joseph, mirror God’s love by their fatherly care of God’s people, their spiritual children, 
                 We pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our Prayer.

Reader:
That government officials and civil leaders may be sensitive and discerning of God’s plan as it unfolds in the events of our national life.
We pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our Prayer.
Reader: 
That fathers working abroad or far from home may remain                  

                   faithful to their families and be filled with the consolation of  

                   St. Joseph as they celebrate Christmas away from their    

                   loved ones.
 We pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our Prayer.
Reader:
That those who are undergoing crises in their personal and family lives may have the faith and hope of St. Joseph who sought to see God’s will in unexpected and even painful realities.  
We pray:
All:            R- Lord, hear our Prayer
Reader:     For those who have died may they be filled with the joy of   .        .                 seeing Jesus face to face.

We pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our Prayer.
Reader:     Together we now pray our community prayer to Our  

                   Lady. 
All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

         At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need.

         We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us: 

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

         We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

         Do not despise our pleas - we who are put to the test-and deliver us from      

                  every danger; O glorious and blessed Virgin, Pray for us.

Priest:
Heavenly Father, listen to the prayer of your Church. Fill us with your Spirit that we may do your will and become united as one family under your fatherhood. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen
