

Note: Please leave this on the ambo, thanks.


FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C
COMMENTATOR GUIDE.

Introduction:
Good morning / evening we welcome our parishioners and visitors to Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill/Schofields Parish. 


Father, as our Advent pilgrimage draws to a close, we relight the candles of hope, peace, and joy. And we light the candle of love. Grant us the courage to share your love: love for life and all creation, love for sinners and saints, love for the poor and the little ones. We thank you for the hope your Son gives us, for the peace he bestows, for the joy your Spirit pours into our hearts, and for your love that redeems us and shows us the way.


Our Mass will be celebrated today by  


Please stand and join in singing the Entrance Hymn.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD


FIRST READING   Mic 5:1-4

A reading from the prophet Micah

The Lord says this:
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me
the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past,
to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them
till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back
to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock
with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God.
They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his power
to the ends of the land.
He himself will be peace.

The Word of the Lord.

 



RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. R. v.4

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help.  (R.)

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.)














SECOND READING 	Heb 10:5-10

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:
You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.
You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin;
then I said,
just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book,
‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your will.’
Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. And this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus Christ.
 
The Word of the Lord.
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord:
may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!















GOSPEL Lk 1:39-45

(Proclaimed by Celebrating Priest)

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

The Gospel of the Lord


























FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR C
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

Priest: Let us ask the Father to give us a welcoming heart, ready to
prepare the way of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, who alone can give us the fullness of joy and peace. 


Reader: Like Mary who, bringing great joy, visited her cousin Elizabeth, may the Church —the People of God—be bearers of glad tidings to all peoples, especially the lonely, the sick, the suffering, and the victims of injustice.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: May our government leaders be sensitive to the needs of our people and hear their cry for a just, transparent, participatory, and caring government.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.


Reader: May all of us respect and defend the rights of the unborn, be sensitive to the situation of pregnant women, and provide better opportunities for younger Australians.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  May families and friends who come together this Christmas feel more united, more supportive of each other, and more generous with understanding and forgiveness.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.




Reader:  For those who have died. In particular those mentioned in our parish bulletin. May God’s merciful love shine on them and their loved ones left behind.

We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:	Together we now pray our Parish Community prayer for Advent.


All:	God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the centre, the focus of our lives always, and particularly this Advent time.




Priest: Father, heed the prayer of your people. Strengthen our weak knees and fickle hearts that we may receive you with joy and renewed strength. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:        Amen.

