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Fourth Novena Mass
Introduction

Good Evening/ Morning and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.
Both our first reading, describing the birth of Samson, and our gospel, relating the nativity of John the Baptist, present us with couples that were believed to be barren who bring forth children, against all expectations. And not just any children either-but, in the case of Samson, a mighty warrior of peerless strength; and in the case of the Baptist, the greatest of the prophets and the herald of Jesus. These unexpected events show that what seems to be barren, sterile and unproductive can often bring forth truly wonderful fruit. Perhaps there are certain individuals, groups, or practices which we have come to regard as unlikely to bear any fruit. The stories we have encountered highlight that, whenever we are tempted to ‘ write someone off’, we should recall that all things are possible, and that God looks upon each person with eyes of infinite love and undying hope. 
Our Mass will be celebrated today by 

18th December/ 19th december 
FOURTH novena MASS

YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING   Judges 13:2-7. 24-25
A reading from the book of Judges
      There was a man of Zorah of the tribe of Dan, called Manoah. His wife was barren, she had borne no children. The angel of the Lord appeared to this woman and said to her, ‘You are barren and have had no child. But from now on take great care. Take no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean. For you will conceive and bear a son. No razor is to touch his head, for the boy shall be God’s nazirite from his mother’s womb. It is he who will begin to rescue Israel from the power of the Philistines.’ Then the woman went and told her husband, ‘A man of God has just come to me; his presence was like the presence of the angel of God, he was so majestic. I did not ask him where he came from, and he did not reveal his name to me. But he said to me, “You will conceive and bear a son. From now on, take no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean. For the boy shall be God’s nazirite from his mother’s womb to his dying day.”’

     The woman gave birth to a son and called him Samson. The child grew, and the Lord blessed him; and the spirit of the Lord began to move him.
The Word of the Lord.
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 70:3-6. 16-17. R. see v.8
(R.) Fill me with your praise and I will sing your glory!
1.     Be a rock where I can take refuge,


   a mighty stronghold to save me;

   for you are my rock, my stronghold.

   Free me from the hand of the wicked. (R.)
2.    It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,


my trust, O Lord, since my youth.

On you I have leaned from my birth,

         from my mother’s womb you have been my help. (R.)
3.
    I will declare the Lord’s mighty deeds


        proclaiming your justice, yours alone.

        O God, you have taught me from my youth

        and I proclaim your wonders still. (R.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia, alleluia!

Come,

Flower of Jesse’s stem,

sign of God’s love for all his people:

save us without delay!
Alleluia!
GOSPEL    Lk 1:5-25
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
       In the days of King Herod of Judaea there lived a priest called Zechariah who belonged to the Abijah section of the priesthood, and he had a wife, Elizabeth by name, who was a descendant of Aaron. Both were worthy in the sight of God, and scrupulously observed all the commandments and observances of the Lord. But they were childless: Elizabeth was barren and they were both getting on in years.

Now it was the turn of Zechariah’s section to serve, and he was exercising his priestly office before God when it fell to him by lot, as the ritual custom was, to enter the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense there. And at the hour of incense the whole congregation was outside, praying.

Then there appeared to him the angel of the Lord, standing on the right of the altar of incense. The sight disturbed Zechariah and he was overcome with fear. But the angel said to him, ‘Zechariah, do not be afraid, your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son and you must name him John. He will be your joy and delight and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord; he must drink no wine, no strong drink. Even from his mother’s womb he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and he will bring back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. With the Spirit and power of Elijah, he will go before him to turn the hearts of fathers towards their children and the disobedient back to the wisdom that the virtuous have, preparing for the Lord a people fit for him.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel who stand in God’s presence, and I have been sent to speak to you and bring you this good news. Listen! Since you have not believed my words, which will come true at their appointed time, you will be silenced and have no power of speech until this has happened.’ Meanwhile the people were waiting from Zechariah and were surprised that he stayed in the sanctuary so long. When he came out he could not speak to them, and they realised that he had received a vision in the sanctuary. But he could only make signs to them, and remained dumb.

When his time of service came to an end he returned home. Some time later his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept to herself. ‘The Lord has done this for me,’ she said ‘now that it has pleased him to take away the humiliation I suffered among men.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
FOURTH novena MASS

YEAR C
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Priest:
Let us entrust our prayer to our loving Father who is never outdone in his generosity. In due time, he will grant the aspirations of his people. 
Reader:
Trusting in God’s glorious coming, may the Church, the People of God, become better disposed to Jesus’ birth this coming Christmas and encounter him in our daily lives. 
                  We Pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
Observing God’s commandments, may those who hold public office continue to serve every family, devote themselves to their welfare, and live the values of the Gospel.
We Pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
Assured of God’s faithfulness and compassion, may parents welcome children with love and responsibility and help them to discover the will of God for them.  

                  We Pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
Like Zechariah and Elizabeth who received their blessings in God’s time, may the Lord bless married couples who long for children to love and care for.  
                  We Pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That our parish preparations for Christmas may be blessed with good spirit, harmony, thoughtfulness, faith and kindness.
 We Pray:
All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:     Together we now pray our community prayer to Our
                   Lady. 
All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

         At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need.

         We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us: 

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

         We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

         Do not despise our pleas - we who are put to the test-and deliver us from every danger; O glorious and blessed Virgin, Pray for us.


Priest:
Father, graciously listen to us and fill us with your Holy Spirit. May these prayers help us to anticipate joyfully the coming of your Son, our Saviour, and welcome him in our hearts. Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.
