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First Novena Mass
Introduction

Good Evening/ Morning and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.

In our Gospel narrative today, Jesus is questioned about the source of his authority by the temple elders, people who themselves occupy positions within a hierarchy of authority. As is his frequent custom, Christ refuses to give them any direct answer. In doing this, he declines to enter into the snare which is being set. He refuses to define himself, and therefore refuses to limit himself. For Jesus is not interested in claiming or proving his authority or status. He prefers to encourage and console, rather than to control or command. He does not shout forth orders and mandates but utters gentle words of love and healing. In claiming no authority of himself, he is the equal of heaven; in not needing to prove himself, he is the Son of God. 
Our Mass will be celebrated today 
15th/ 16th DECEMBER

                       FIRST Simbang Gabi & Dawn Mass- YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD

       FIRST READING Numbers 24:2-7. 15-17
A reading from the book of Numbers
             Raising his eyes Balaam saw Israel, encamped by tribes; the spirit of

             God came on him and he declaimed his poem. He said:

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes,

the oracle of one who hears the word of God.

He sees what Shaddai makes him see,

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened.

How fair are your tents, O Jacob!

How fair your dwellings, Israel!

Like valleys that stretch afar,

like gardens by the banks of a river,

like aloes planted by the Lord,

like cedars beside the waters!

A hero arises from their stock,

he reigns over countless peoples.

His king is greater than Agag,

his majesty is exalted.’

Then Balaam declaimed his poem again. He said:

‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor,

the oracle of the man with far-seeing eyes,

the oracle of the one who hears the word of God,

of one who knows the knowledge of the Most High.

He sees what Shaddai makes him see,

receives the divine answer, and his eyes are opened.

I see him – but not in the present,

I behold him – but not close at hand:

a star from Jacob takes the leadership,

a sceptre arises from Israel.’
The Word of the Lord.
 RESPONSORIAL PSALM    Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4 
(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.
1. Lord, make we know your ways.


Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:

for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2. Remember your mercy, Lord,


and the love you have shown from of old.

In your love remember me,

because of your goodness, O Lord (R.)
3. The Lord is good and upright.


He shows the path to those who stray,

he guides the humble in the right path;

he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)
         GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL    Matthew 21:23-27
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus had gone into the Temple and was teaching, when the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him and said, ‘What authority have you for acting like this? And who gave you this authority?’ ‘And I’ replied Jesus ‘will ask you a question, only one; if you tell me the answer to it, I will then tell you my authority for acting like this. John’s baptism: where did it come from: heaven or man?’ And they argued it out this way among themselves, ‘If we say from heaven, he will retort, “Then why did you refuse to believe him?”; but if we say from man, we have the people to fear, for they all hold that John was a prophet.’ So their reply to Jesus was, ‘We do not know.’ And he retorted, ‘Nor will I tell you my authority for acting like this.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
                                           15th/ 16th DECEMBER

FIRST SIMBANG GABI & DAWN MASS - YEAR C
GENERAL INTERCESSIONS
Priest:
As we await with longing the coming of our Lord Jesus     

                  Christ, dear brothers and sisters, let us with renewed  

                  devotion beseech his mercy, that, as he came into the  

                  world to bring the good news to the poor and heal the
                  contrite of heart, so in our own time, also, he may bring    

                  salvation to all in need.

Reader:
That Christ may visit his holy Church and keep watch over her always,
We pray.

All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That government and civil leaders may share joyfully their material resources with the poor, the hungry, and the victims of natural calamities, 
                 We pray.

All: 

R- Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: 
That we may courageously live our prophetic role in order to shun corruption, extortion, fake news, and a lifestyle that is beyond our means,
                  We pray.

All: 

Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
May every Novena Dawn Mass we participate in fill us with joy and peace, and that we may share them with all whom we encounter in leisure and in work.  
We pray. 
All: 

Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
May the light of Christmas be a sign of our faith that never falters, our hope that overcomes all obstacles, and our love that goes beyond the boundaries of race, religion, and political affiliations.
We pray.

All: 

Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:     Together we now pray our Parish Community prayer to    

                  Our Lady.
All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

         At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need.

         We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us: 

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

         We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

         Do not despise our pleas - we who are put to the test-and deliver us from      

                  every danger; O glorious and blessed Virgin, Pray for us.

Priest:
Listen to us, Almighty Father, for through your Son, you bring light and joy to our lives. Help us to live up to our Advent resolutions until he comes again in glory. 
                  Through Christ our Lord.
All:
Amen. 
    DAWN MASS ANNOUNCEMENTS.

