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Fifth Novena Mass
Introduction

Good Morning and welcome to the parish of Mary Immaculate Quakers Hill – Schofields.

Today we celebrate what used to be known as the “Golden Mass” which commemorates the Annunciation—the actual start of the life of Jesus, God-became man. 

Let us pray in this Eucharist that our devotion to Mary may proceed from true faith, by which we are led to know the excellence of the Mother of God and are moved to filial love toward our own mother and to the imitation of their virtues.
Our Mass will be celebrated today by 

Fifth novena mass - YEAR C
LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING   Is 7:10-14

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No,’ Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

 are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men

without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son

whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us".'

The Word of the Lord.

 RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 23:1-6. R. See vv.7. 10
(R.) Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,

the world and all its peoples.

It is he who set it on the seas;

   on the waters he made it firm. (R.)
2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?

Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,

who desires not worthless things. (R.)
3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord

and reward from the God who saves him.

Such are the men who seek him,

seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    
Alleluia, alleluia!

Come, 
Key of David, 
opening the gates of God’s eternal kingdom: 
free the prisoners of darkness!

Alleluia!
GOSPEL Lk 1:26-38
(Proclaimed by Celebrating Priest)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you’, the angel answered, ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary, ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.
The Gospel of the Lord
19th / 20th December 
FIFTH novena MASS

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

Priest: Full of faith and joy, let us pray to the heavenly Father that we may have the disposition like that of Mary who willingly cooperated in God’s work of redemption. 
Reader: Despite the trouble caused by scandals and abuses in the Church, may Pope Francis, bishops, priests, and deacons remain steadfast in their faith by listening to Christ’s words.
We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: May those who work in government see their office as a public trust, and may their decisions be for the peace and well-being of our people.
We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: May victims of calamities, violence, and abuses, find favour with God through the sincere efforts of local authorities and their communities.
We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  May families and friends who come together this Christmas feel more united, more supportive of each other, and more generous with understanding and forgiveness.
We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:  For those who have died may they be filled with the joy of seeing Jesus face to face.
We Pray:

R — Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:     Together we now pray our community prayer to Our 
                   Lady. 
All:
O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. 

         We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick.

         At the foot of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith.

         You, Salvation of the People, know what we need.

         We are certain that you will provide, so that joy and feasting might return after this moment of trial. 

         Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tell us: 

         He who took our sufferings upon Himself, bore our sorrows to bring us, through the Cross and to the joy of the Resurrection.

         We seek refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God.

         Do not despise our pleas - we who are put to the test-and deliver us from every danger; O glorious and blessed Virgin, Pray for us.


Priest: Graciously listen to our prayers, O Father. As we honour Mary, the mother of your Son, may our prayers help us to follow your Son in our daily lives.  Who lives and reigns forever and ever
All:        Amen.
